
Federal Secretary writes . . . 
As you no doubt have heard, Bishop Howell Witt, "the Bush Bishop" of 

North West Australia, has been elected the Bishop of Bathurst, N.S.W. He 
will be taking up his new responsibility in August and we wish him and Mrs. 
Witt every blessing in the future. The Bush Church Aid Society gives 
thanks to God for the 16 years of untiring service he has given to the people 
in that vast Diocese in Western Australia and for his happy relationship with 
the Society over this period. 

Bishop Witt's gifts are well-known throughout Australia and he has used 
them well, not only to advance the Kingdom of Christ, but to promote wide 
interest in the needs of those living in the outback. He assures me he will 
continue to use his wit and energies to assist those in the bush. 

Our colourful missioner at Goober Pedy, the Reverend Kerry Medway, 
becomes B.C.A. N.S.W. Secretary-Youth at the beginning of July. He is 
keenly anxious to take every opportunity offered to him to help young 
people (and those not so young) to understand how they can fit into God's 
purpose to win Australia for Christ. 

I wish to pay tribute to the late Mr. Alb. Kirkby of Adelaide who entered 
into the presence of the Lord on Sunday, 10th May. Alban Kirkby, being a 
son of the first O.M. (Organising Missioner — now called Federal 
Secretary) and founder of the Society, Bishop S. J. Kirkby, knew from 
childhood the work of B.C.A. 

Nevertheless, it ought to be said he made his own significant contribution 
to the ministry of the Society as well as the furtherance of Christ's Kingdom 
in many other ways. Alb served as a member of B.C.A. Council and as 
Treasurer of the South Australian Branch for many years and in his Church, 
Holy Trinity, Adelaide, as Secretary of the Trustees, a Parish Councillor and 
Treasurer of the Church. 

Apart from his official roles, Alb was a Christian gentleman, a man of 
prayer and conviction, possessed of a warm and loving personality. A 
wonderful Christian friend, a beautiful person, a real "Barnabas" were the 
sort of expressions used of him by Mr. Peter Smith, Churchwarden, the 
Reverend Tom Jones, Chairman, B.C.A. South Australia, and the 
Reverend Reg. Piper, Rector at the impressive and quietly triumphant 
funeral service. 

My letter has been about people, Christian men, each playing his part, 
exercising an essential ministry in the work of Christ's Kingdom. I know 
B.C.A. supporters are a wonderful fellowship and family, faithfully praying 
so that the people of remote Australia are not neglected. 

So I ask you to pray that the right men of God may be raised to fill these 
gaps. Further as there are at present several new requests to B.C.A. for 
missioners and other Christian workers, please pray that the "Lord of the 
harvest" will provide both the men and the money necessary. 

Yours sincerely in Him, 

Printed by Ambassador Press Pty. Ltd., Granville 2142. 



Brian d- Denyse Roberts 
The parish of Zeehan in Western Tasmania has been operating for nearly 

as long as the mining town that forms its centre. The work of the clergy has 
been varied and has had many ups and downs as the mountainous country 
which makes up the West Coast of Tasmania. 

The first clergyman to visit the West Coast was the Reverend S. H. 
Hughes who was stationed at Waratah in the north. This reverend 
gentleman, in the April of 1889, walked via Corinna to hold services at 
Zeehan — a visit that few would make today even by motor car. 

It was not long after that the Reverend Canon A. W. Icely arrived to con-
duct regular services and Sunday Schools at Zeehan, Strahan and Trial 
Harbour. 

" . . . PARSONAGE HAD TO BE SOLD" 
It was in 1891 that the first church was built seating 150-200 people and 

also a parsonage, but due to a temporary recession in the mining industry 
the parsonage had to be sold, a trait of the parish that was to repeat itself 
and cause difficulties in the years that followed. 

In these early times the Zeehan district was served by priests of great 
devotion and ability. It was not uncommon for the clergyman to walk . . . 

. . . REGULARLY WALKED 60 KM IN A DAY . . . 
from settlement to settlement, the roads were non-existent and the foot 
tracks muddy and narrow, cut through the dense undergrowth. One man, 
the Reverend F. G. Copeland, set a remarkable standard of pastoral work. 
He would regularly walk 60 km to Corinna in a day, hold services there that 
evening and return to Zeehan the next day. 

Then the following day he would walk to Strahan arriving about 3.00 
p.m. for service, then go on to many other centres nearby. Many of the 
early settlements are forgotten now and all one can see are the mullock 
heaps and tramway embankments, but the ministry of God's Word was 
brought to these isolated folk in a harsh climate. 

. . . TO SEEK THEIR FORTUNES . . . 
The climate today is unchanged and the folk feel just as isolated for many 

come from the heavy population centres of Australia, to seek their fortunes 
in the tin mines of Renison or the zinc mines at Rosebery. 

It was to this historic parish that Denyse and I were to be called to work 
as the 30th minister in charge in just 90 years. The welcome we received we 
trust will not be repeated — for less than a week after our induction fire 
ravaged the town reducing 40 homes to ash and leaving some 130 people in 
various degrees of shock. 

Cover photograph . . . the ruins of one of the many houses in Zeehan, 
Tasmania, destroyed by the 1981 fires. Brian and Denyse Roberts are 
there for B.C.A. 
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. . . A W A R M WELCOME . . . 
Our ministry had a quick start. We noticed that after only a few days the 

people's sense of humour returned and we were greeted in the course of 
our ministry with comments like "we certainly gave you a warm welcome" 
or "We West Coasters know how to turn on a great house warming". So to 
all B.C.A. supporters, we give you a warm welcome as you share in our 
Lord's ministry here. 

Our ministry is in two groups. The first is one of encouragement and 
teaching of a small group of Christians who come from a very wide 
background. Our congregation is made up of folk from families who are in-
volved in teaching, farming, mining, geology, banking, accounting or may 
be retired, and they come from Brethren, Baptist, Uniting, Presbyterian, 
Anglican (high and low) backgrounds and some are "nothings", just 
Christian. 

Our services are flexible and music is varied — guitar, tape, just vocal, 
and organ (a two manual pedal harmonium with bass pedals). Please pray 
for us that we might as a congregation make known the Gospel to the 
families of the towns of Zeehan, Rosebery and Tullah. The second area of 
ministry, is to those who work long hours during the week and seek refresh-
ment on their days off, either at sport, in the pub, or up the coast in their se-
cond home. 

NEW LIFE - IN CHRIST 
It was from within this group that many of the fire victims came. Please 

pray, as we continue to minister, that out of the ashes of their old life might 
come "new life" — in Christ — and those that were unaffected by the fires 
may they "remember that it is the Lord your God who gives you the power 
to become rich" — Deut. 8:18. 

The parish of Zeehan has had a long, hard and chequered ministry over 
the past 90 odd years and so we thank you for your support, now and 
future, that will raise up and encourage the Lord's people here for His 
ministry. 
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The most moving experience in 
an outback tour of Central Australia 
by the African evangelist, the 
Reverend Matt Nyagwaswa, in mid-
May, was to preach at the funeral of 
an Aboriginal boy who had died just 
before the evangelist had flown to 
Ernabella. 

Mr. Nyagwaswa, who is from 
Tanzania, was in the education ser-
vice for 27 years before being or-
dained about a year ago. He came 
to Australia, his second visit, as one 
of the three team leaders from 
African Enterprise, who have been 
conducting missions in Australia. 

His programme included a week's 
preaching tour of the Pitjantjatjara 
area with the guidance of the 
Reverends Kerry Medway and Chris 
Clerke, of the Bush Church Aid 
Society. Mr. Clerke piloted the light 
plane in which Mr. Nyagwaswa 
travelled. 

The boy, who had died of 
leukemia, was the son of Raymond 
and Katinari Tjilya (Raymond is an 
elder in the Ernabella Pitjantjatjara 
church). Mr. Nyagwaswa found 
that the Aboriginal community he 
had expected to meet at Ernabella 
had left the station and gone to an 
encampment some distance away 
as is their mourning custom. 

Mr. Nyagwaswa was invited by 
the grieving parents to attend the 
mourning camp, whither he went 
accompanied by the white com-
munity instead of holding the an-
ticipated evening meeting in Er-
nabella. In his message round the 
campfires that evening the 
evangelist said he had expected to 
be welcomed in the Ernabella 
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church, but God had provided "a 
more wonderful place for him to 
share Jesus and the joy of heaven". 

Mr. Nyagwaswa went back to the 
camp the next morning and gave 
another talk and made a third visit 
for the funeral later in the day. With 
the help of Pitjantjatjara inter-
preters, Paul Eckert and Peter Nyan-
ingu, Mr. Nyagwaswa spoke of the 
hope that Christianity brings that 
death could not destroy. 

The father of the dead boy 
testified of his own faith in God, and 
said that at his wish the boy would 
be buried near the church, a major 
break with the spirit-world tradition 
of the Aborigines. 

Another man, who had been a 
witch doctor, renounced all contact 
with evil spirits, and a woman from 
Amata proclaimed her wish to 
follow Jesus. Other women asked 
for prayers for deliverance from evil 
spirits. 

On his flying visit Mr. Nyagwaswa 
first spent two days at Leigh Creek, 
where he talked with a mixed con-
gregation about his work in Africa. 
The people included some who 
have been supporting the Ugandan 
relief appeal. He went next via 
Coober Pedy to Indulkana where 
most of the people were away 
because of school holiday diver-
sions, including hunting, but a 
knock at the door in the evening an-
nounced that a meeting was waiting 
to hear him, and the evangelist was 
touched to find the ease with which 
he could identify with Aboriginal 
people with whom he was meeting 
as a race for the first time. He found 
that things Africans and Australian 

THE REAL AUSTRALIAN 

Aboriginals had held in common 
were witchcraft and superstition, 
but his message to them asserted 
that faith in Christ was much 
stronger. He flew on next morning 
with a warm farewell which caused 
him to wish that he had been able to 
stay much longer. 

The next stop was Oodnadatta, 
where the horse races were on and 
had attracted most adults. But he 
had a rewarding meeting with 
school children, both black and 
white, and visited the hospital. 

Ernabella was the next stop and 
his experience with the mourning 
community there has already been 
related. In addition to speaking at 
the camp services there he also 
spoke at a church meeting. 

At Mimilli he had a meeting with 
the Aboriginal community, which 
some white people also attended. 
He thought the "get-together", 
with songs as well as talks, was very 
exciting. 

Mr. Nyagwaswa then flew to 
Coober Pedy, which he had briefly 
visited earlier, and had an evening 
meeting in the Lutheran Church hall 
with both black and white people. 
On the next morning, a Sunday, he 
preached in the Catacomb Church, 
which was crowded. He spoke 
again in the evening at the Lutheran 
Church and tried to relate his 
African work to the Aboriginal situa-
tion here in Australia. 

"On the Monday morning I went 
to the opal mines," Mr. Nyagwaswa 
said. "I was scared as I went by 
faith through a small hole and down 
a ladder. Then I did some opal digg-
ing." Mr. Nyagwaswa flew back to 
Adelaide later that day. 

"This visit to Central Australia 
and the Aborigines has been my 
most exciting experience in 
Australia so far," he said. "It has 
also given me a deeper insight into 
an understanding of the Aboriginal 
people." 
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STANDING UP FOR CHRIST AT 

Thomas Huxley, whose views were considered controversial to say the 
least by many of his contemporaries, made one observation with which few 
Christians would argue. 

He was reported to have said on one occasion, " I t doesn't take much of a 
man to be a Christian, but it does take all there is of h im." I take this to 
mean that to be a Christian disciple demands a single-minded courage, 
loyalty, devotion and commitment. 

In many parts of our sunburnt country, unless one is really serious about 
the business of Christian discipleship, it is not impossible to be lacking in 
some or even all of the above qualities and still give a consent to the trapp-
ings of Christianity, which demands little or nothing in the cost to oneself. 
One can very easily be a kind of Nicodemus, a secret disciple. 

You may, for example, live in Melbourne and work in Sydney or some 
other part of the city. You may attend Church on Sunday and go off to 
work on Monday and no one need be any the wiser. If you are that sort of 
secret Christian, then your colleagues will have no idea that you attend 
Church or claim to be a disciple. 

You may yield to the standards of the office or the market place, and as 
long as you are able to keep your secret, no one will be likely to bother you 
and you will be able to escape those accusations of being a "do-gooder" or 
a "hypocrite". 

This is not so easy if you happen to live in a mining town such as those of 
the Pilbara. Towns such as Paraburdoo and Tom Price are very isolated 
communities. Paraburdoo is approximately 300 kilometres over rough dirt 
road from the nearest bitumen highway travelling north-south. 

The populations of both centres are not large and because of the isolation 
people are brought closer together in a mutual dependence upon one 
another. 

One cannot really remain anonymous as in a large city. In a mining town 
you live with the people with whom you work. If therefore one is a Chris-
tian, and intends to take seriously the business of discipleship, others are 
going to hear about it. To be a Christian in a mining town is not for the faint 
hearted. Just to attend Church means that sooner or later the news will be 
out. "Did you know that he or she has got religion?" or "He or she goes to 
Church!" 

I remember a discussion I had with one man about confirmation. " I have 
often thought of being confirmed," he said, "but if I took that step 
everyone in town would know about i t . " He was right of course, he had hit 
the nail on the head. To make that sort of commitment in this sort of com-
munity would be to invite the possibility of ridicule or perhaps even torment 
from one's work-mates. 
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PARABURDOO, TOM PRICE AND WITTEN00M 
Adrian 8- Willemien Moore, Paraburdoo 

There are, however, those who have been willing to pay the price and 
make their stand. I praise God for those faithfuls who have kept the flag fly-
ing for Jesus over past years and for the increasing number who are willing 
to nail their colours to the mast. It is they who, in the exercising of their 
ministries, are living vulnerable lives for Jesus' sake. 

If, however, there are risks, there are also rewards. One young person 
told me recently that his workmates, who had spent some time amusing 
themselves at his expense, asked him how and why he had become a Chris-
tian. 

This was his opportunity and he grasped it with both hands. Being the 
faithful disciple that he is, he was able to give an account of the faith that 
was in him. " I could see the fascination on their faces," he said, "as I told 
them of my experience of Jesus." 

It is I suppose one of the paradoxes of the Gospel, that those who often 
face ridicule because of their faith, are also those who are secretly admired 
by those who persecute them. It is to these faithful witnesses that others fly 
when life becomes intolerable. 

And for many here, life does become intolerable. Fornication, adultery, 
drug-abuse and alcohol all eventually take their toll. 

The marriage break-downs, suicides and broken homes which are the 
results are as much part of these communities as in other parts of Australia 
and perhaps even more so, to say nothing of the normal crises which life 
brings. And so Christians find that there are many opportunities for 
ministry. 

This is the experience of us Christians in the South Pilbara as we seek to 
remain faithful in the living out of our Christian lives from day to day. And 
surely this is the Church and B.C.A. at work, witnessing to the truth of 
Christ's saving and redeeming power amid the pressures, temptations and 
fears that can be so much part of life today. 

A CALL TO PRAYER 
PRAY THE LORD OF THE HARVEST TO SEND FORTH 

LABOURERS INTO HIS HARVEST 
There is an urgent need to replace the Reverend Jim Hudson and 

the Reverend Kerry Medway and Miss Pauline Clements in their 
particular spheres of ministry. We believe God has the right people 
for these jobs in the work of His Kingdom. Will you pray with us for 
a new missioner for Normanton and Coober Pedy and a librarian for 
Nungalinya College. 
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OPAL FIELD REVIVAL 
Kerry & Julieanne Medway 

A Coober Pedy opal miner recently came to know Jesus Christ after 
reading the Susan Atkin's book "Child of Satan, Child of God". 

An opal cutter, after being a "churchman" all his life was renewed after 
reading Colin Urquart's book "Anything You Ask". 

A family came to Jesus after God miraculously healed their daughter of a 
mysterious cancer. Before this the father was a convinced atheist. 

An opal miner's wife became a Christian after being delivered from a 
number of demons, which had driven her to be an alcoholic and in and out 
of mental hospitals. 

A local butcher and ex-heavyweight wrestler gave his life to Jesus after 
his business and marriage fell apart. 

These are just some of the many miracles God has graciously bestowed 
upon members of the Catacomb Church of Coober Pedy. After many years 
of ploughing and sowing by the Bush Church Aid Society's ministry of mis-
sioned and nursing sisters, God is unleashing His Spirit in a life-changing 
renewal. 

From 1965 to 1977 B.C.A. nursing sisters demonstrated the love of 
Jesus. For the past eleven years B.C.A. Missioners, Barry and Jenny 
Rainsford and then the Medways have preached the Gospel in Coober 
Pedy. 
^ Today, the Catacomb Church with its 120 seat underground church and 

Sunday School Hall and underground Rectory, is a living witness for Jesus 
in this opal mining community. 

Kerry Medway with Christian opal miner, Neil Smith and his tunnelling 
machine, 60 feet below the ground surface at Olympic opal field. 

The 90 plus members of the church are active in community affairs and 
keen to share the love of Jesus. The church's paper (Opal Chips) has now 
become the town news with over 5,000 readers in Coober Pedy and 
throughout South Australia. 

The Catacomb Church Council is taking on the responsibility of eldership, 
leading church services, etc. A number of home groups have developed 
within the church and are being used as a means of fellowship and 
outreach. 

Sunday School with 50 children, an after school Scripture Union club for 
kids and a teenagers Daniels Den, plus barbecues and films, make up our 
Catacomb Church's life. 

After five years of B.C.A. ministry in Coober Pedy it is now time for the 
Medway family to leave. We praise God for the privilege of being part of 
this community and are thankful for our "Wilderness Experience" that has 
brought us closer to Jesus and renewed us for future ministry. 

Kerry, Rebecca, Sarah, Julieanne and Naomi Medway in the kitchen of 
Coober Pedy's dugout rectory. Giant vacuum cleaners called "blowers'' used for sucking excess dirt from 

mine shafts on Coober Pedy's opal fields. 
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THE B.CA 
PRAYER 

0 Lord our God, help us to remember the 
people who live in the remote parts of our 
land. We ask You to bless those whom You 
have called into the fellowship of The Bush 
Church Aid Society, and call others to 
stand with them in the task. Grant that, 
through the ministry of the Word and 
Sacraments, through healing, and through 
caring for the young, the message of Your 
redeeming love may be proclaimed, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

PRAYER CALENDAR FIELD STAFF DIRECTORY 

A DAILY 
PRAYER 
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0 God, we remember before You those 
whom You have called to Your service. We 
ask You to Bless , 
and assure them of Your Presence. Grant 
to them, as to us, the joy of service, the 
ability to achieve, and the serenity of Your 
peace, for Jesus' sake. Amen. 
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DIOCESE OF NORTHERN TERRITORY. The Rt. Revd. K. B. Mason. 
1 Darwin — Vacant (Nungalinya College). 
2 Groote Eylandt — The Revd. Bruce and Mrs. Marcia Hansford. 

DIOCESE OF NORTH WEST AUSTRALIA. 
3 Kununurra — The Revd. Royce and Mrs. Susan Thompson. 
4 Derby — The Revd. Peter and Mrs. Betty Mills. 
5 Newman (East Pilbara) — The Revd. Don and Mrs. Libby Wilson. 
6 South Hedland - The Revd. Clem and Mrs. Val Watts. 

Port Hedland — grant, The Revd. Peter Thompson. 
7 Dampier (West Pilbara) — The Revd. Roy and Mrs. May Buckingham, The Revd. 

Tom and Mrs. Carol Williams (Wickham). 
8 Paraburdoo (South Pilbara) — The Revd. Adrian and Mrs. Willemien Moore. 
9 Exmouth — The Revd. Ken and Mrs. Madge Prentice. 

10 Geraldton — Mr. Stan and Mrs. Dorrie Hummerston — Diocesan Administrator. 
11 Mt. Magnet (Murchison) — The Revd. Errol and Mrs. Anne Sorensen. 

DIOCESE OF WILLOCHRA. The Rt. Revd. S. B. Rosier. 
12 Cook Hospital — Sister Anne Ross. Sister Marj. Dickson (relieving) 
13 Tarcoola Hospital — Sisters Helen Plumb and Marie Ann Parchert. 
14 Coober Pedy — Vacant. 
15 Mid-West Mission — The Revd. Robert and Mrs. Phyllis McEwin. 
16 Leigh Creek — The Revd. Chris and Mrs. Marilyn Clerke. 

DIOCESE OF TASMANIA. The Rt. Revd. R. E. Davies. 
17 Zeehan — The Revd. Brian and Mrs. Denyse Roberts. 

DIOCESE OF RIVERINA.The Rt. Revd. B. R. Hunter. 
18 Broken Hill Hostel — Mr. Jim and Mrs. Ruth Stocks. 
19 Wilcannia — The Revd. George and Mrs. Hazel Fuhrmeister. 

DIOCESE OF ARMIDALE. The Rt. Revd. P. Chiswell. 
20 Lightning Ridge — The Revd. Les and Mrs. Pat Fernance. 

DIOCESE OF ROCKHAMPTON. The Rt. Revd. G. Hearn. 
21 Winton — The Revd. Robert and Mrs. Rigmor George. 
22 Gladstone — The Revd. Clyde and Mrs. Janice Andrews. 
23 Middlemount — Capt. John and Mrs. Dianne Symons, Blackwater - Grant. 

DIOCESE OF CARPENTARIA. The Rt. Revd. H. T. U. Jamieson. 
24 Weipa — The Revd. Lex and Mrs. Rhonda Carey. 
25 Normanton (Southern Gulf) — The Revd. Jim and Mrs. Margaret Hudson. 

GENERAL 
26 Federal Secretary. The Revd. Wakely Wade. 

N.S.W. The Revds. Malcolm Babbage, Kerry Medway, Eric Atkin, Miss Doris Smith, 
Mesdames Joy O'Neill, Dora Warwick, Nina Allan and Vivien Bentley. 

27 VICTORIA. The Revd. Ernest Horth, Miss Chris Craig. 
28 QUEENSLAND. Mr. Allan Sauer (Hon. Secretary). 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA. The Revd. Gordon Thomas (Deputationist) 
29 SOUTH AUSTRALIA. The Revd. David Eastway 
30 The President, The Most Revd. Sir Marcus Loane, Chairman, Dean Lance Shilton, 

Honorary Treasurer, Mr. Richard Stokes, The Council, State Committees. 
Staff Replacements, Box Secretaries, B.CA. Supporters. 

31 The Anglican National Fund and other Christian Agencies. 
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4 QMC to VJI 
Jim Hudson, Normanton 

It was 9.30 p.m. and I was travelling back from the fishing port of Karum-
ba to Normanton some 70 km distant. Except for Normanton which has 
weekly services on a Sunday all my other church centres have a monthly 
service on a week day. This was the case at Karumba and now I was on my 
way home. 

There had been a Baptism and my thoughts and prayers were centred on 
the family concerned. I was brought back to the present task by a loud rap-
ping sound coming from the front of the car, I pulled to the side of the road 
but the noise grew louder. No, it wasn't a puncture as I first thought, it was 
something worse! The noise I discovered, was coming from inside the 
motor. 

Here I was 30 km from Karumba and 40 km to Normanton on a road 
deserted at night. The nearest cattle station outpost in this spot was at least 
8 km away, and it would probably be deserted at this time of year. Normally 
the prospects for me would either be a long walk or a long wait, but I had 
neither. 

A transceiver radio donated to the Bush Church Aid Society by the 
Church of England Boys' Society in the Diocese of Melbourne was again to 
prove its value. I turned on the radio to hear the flying doctor speaking, he 
was telling someone how to treat a suspected snakebite. When the doctor 
had finished his message I called in, "4 Q.M.C. portable to V.J.I. Mt. Isa — 
can you relay a message for me?" 

Minutes later my wife had been told of the situation I was in. The local 
Shire Engineer, a member of our congregation, broke the silence in my car 
when he spoke to me from his transceiver radio in Normanton. "I'll be out 
to tow you in," he said. 

Midnight — home in bed — thanks to a group of boys and their leaders 
who worked, saved and gave to buy a transceiver radio for a B.C.A. Mis-
sioner in the outback. 

The transceiver radio has many uses. I can check out the road conditions 
before travelling or call for help in an emergency. By means of the radio I 
can speak to people who live at station homesteads located 100 km or more 
from town. The radio helps me keep contact with Christians in the outback 
and to conduct a "Sunday School" over the transceiver for children living 
on remote station properties. 

Thank you to the boys and leaders from Melbourne Diocese who have 
been a very practical help in my ministry. In addition, thank you as you pray 
for our safety and effective ministry in these remote localities. 
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In the April issue of "Church News" the Bishop of Tasmania, the Rt. 
Reverend Robert Davies, after having mentioned a visit he had made to 
Zeehan to see the fire victims there and to present a cheque to the Commis-
sioner, Mr. C. Kearney, for relief, from the church people of Tasmania, 
went on: 

"The Commissioner also paid a warm tribute to our man at Zeehan, the 
Reverend Brian Roberts. He was much involved in the relief operation and 
is serving on the committee handling the disbursements from the Relief Ap-
peal. We are also most grateful to the Archbishop of Sydney who im-
mediately on hearing of the disaster sent $1,000 to the Rector of Zeehan. 
This was very useful in purchasing working boots and clothes for some who 
had lost all." 

* ft * 
A note from Sister Marj. Dickson earlier this year. 
Medically we have been kept occupied. We had three "hands" to deal 

with, first a crushed hand, jammed between a sleeper and rail, a "burnt" 
hand which is healing nicely, and a young stockman from Bulgunnia Sta-
tion with the top of a little finger torn off, caught in machinery. On Thurs-
day evening we had an aerial education at night, a suspected case of 
appendicitis. There seems to be a minor epidemic of sore throats in town, 
when people leave for the "big smoke" and annual holidays they meet 
many infections unknown in the pure desert air, and unfortunately return 
with them. 

The following anecdote is not my story — I heard it over the transceiver a 
few mornings ago, and could not help chuckling, so I am passing it on to 
you. Sister from Oodnadatta (Oscar-Lima) speaking to the Flying Doctor at 
Port Augusta on the medical session said that the father of a sick child had 
received the medicine, and decided to taste it for himself, before ad-
ministration! He said the medicine was so awful that he would not give it to 
a dog, let alone his child. 

Sister wanted to know what to do! The doctor was very tactful and said 
they would use tablets instead but it would take longer, and not be so ef-
ficacious. This incident is by no means isolated, most bush nurses would 
have shared this experience. 

THE REAL AUSTRALIAN 13 



TOUR WITH GOLDEN WEST AND B.C.A. 

Fitting in 
to your 
Parish 

14 

BCA 
goes 
beyond 

THE REAL AUSTRALIAN 

A leisurely five day tour that includes Dubbo, the Open Range Zoo, 
Lightning Ridge and Opal fossicking, time with the Bush Church Aid Socie-
ty Missioner, and returning through the Warrumbungle National Park, 
Coonabarabran, Gulgong (the town on the Ten Dollar Note), then Mudgee 
to Sydney. 

Tour departs Friday, 23rd October, 1981. $185.00. Past passenger dis-
count: $15.00 per person. 

Bookings with Mrs. Joy O'Neill, B.C.A., Sydney, or Mr. John Cronshaw, 
Golden West Tours, 283 Main St., Katoomba (047) 82 1866 (day or night). 

I give, devise & bequeath 
One of the mainstays of our Society's finances is the income 

received from legacies, bequeathed by those who in their lifetime 
have- had a concern for the various ministries of our Society. 

From time to time we are asked to supply some form of wording 
that will satisfy legal requirements. Our Solicitors suggest forms of 
wording for use by those who may wish to remember the work of 
the Society in this way. 

FORMS OF GIFT BY WILL 
Personal Estate: 

I bequeath the sum of $ (or my shares in ) to 
the Bush Church Aid Society of Australia, free of all probate, 
estate, succession, legacy and other death duties whatsoever to 
be used by it for its general purposes. 

Real Estate: 
/ devise my house property known as to the Bush 

Church Aid Society of Australia, free of all probate, estate, 
succession, legacy and other death duties whatsoever to be used 
by it for its general purposes. 

Share of Residuary Estate; 
/ give devise and bequeath a one share of my 

residuary estate to the Bush Church Aid Society of Australia, free 
of all probate, estate, succession, legacy and other death duties 
whatsoever to be used by it for its general purposes. 
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